
Faith United Methodist Church       January 2023 

      Focus on Faith        

Sunday Services (starting Jan. 8) 

 Worship Service, 9:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Events This Month 
 Jan. 1 Combined Service at 10 a.m. 

  Ugly Sweater/Dress 

  Un-decorate Church 

 Jan. 8 9:30 Worship Begins 

  Penny Raiders 

  Bless Pledge Cards 

 Jan. 9 Dora Circle 

 Jan. 12  Ad-Board Meeting 

 Jan. 14 Food Pantry 

Pastor Matthew Phipps 

Cell: 216-906-9741 

Office:  317-898-2204 

Tuesdays  

Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

Beginning Jan. 10 

Wednesdays 
Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Zumba, 10:00 a.m. 

During inclement weather, check 
Channel 13 for any closings 

“Reaching out with the love of God to our neighbors through worship, prayer, hospitality, and service.” 

 “I was hungry and you gave me food to 
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a 

drink. I was a stranger and you  
welcomed me. I was naked and you  

gave me clothes to wear.”   

Matthew 25:35 & 36 



Dora Circle  

Monday, January 9 

1:00 p.m. 

January Anniversaries 

Gil & Bev Ryan Jan. 3 

Jay & Lori Flora Jan. 7 

January Birthdays  
 Jodi Martin Jan. 1 

 Joshua Martin Jan. 1 

 Margaret Knight Jan. 8 

 Tim Pedigo Jan. 16 

 Alice Douglas* Jan. 18 

 Jody Fleming Jan. 22 

 Ed Santiago Jan. 24 

 Gustina Mann-Ray* Jan. 28 

 Rob Norman Jan. 31      

 *Shut-In 

Contribution Statements 
Please be sure and pick up your 2022 Contribution 
Statements that will be located in the Narthex by 
mid  January.  You will receive a financial state-
ment even if you do not have a tithing number.  If 
you have any questions or corrections that need to 
be made, please contact Pam Pedigo.  Thank You!! 

Faith 2023 Ad-Board Members 
Administrative Council ........................................Kim Spencer 

     Co-chair ........................................................... Sherman Pitzer 

Recording Secretary ...................................... Cameron Pitzer 

Pastor/Chair of Nominations ................... Matthew Phipps 

Lay Leader .................................................................. Ed Santiago 

Conference Member ................................................ Pat Garrity 

Treasurer .................................................................. Tom Bradley 

Finance Co-Chair ...................................................... Todd Habig 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Pam Pedigo 

Trustee Co-Chair ........................................................ Rick Davis 

Trustee Co-Chair ...................................................... Doug Corey 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ........  Lori Kaufman-Flora 

    SPR Co-Chair ..............................................Amanda Santiago 

Mission Chair  ............................................................... Rick Koch 

The following will report to the Adm. Board. 

 Faith Fellowship Committee Worship Committee 

 UMW  Dora Circle Mission Committee 

A Reason to Celebrate! (RSVP) 
You are invited to a 100 year birthday celebration 
for Alice Douglas at El Beulah, 82nd and Hague Rd., 
on Saturday, Jan. 21st from 1:30 to 3:30. RSVP to 
Pam at 317-514-7828 by Jan 6th. No gifts or flow-
ers please. Come Celebrate this milestone! 

Children’s Play 
A great big thank you to all the kids who participat-
ed in our presentation of “Just A Little Christ-
mas.”  Our small cast really presented a big show! 
I’m so proud of all of them for their hard work. I’d 
also like to thank my brilliant daughter, Amanda, 
for her ideas and creativity and assistance with di-
recting… I couldn’t do without her. And special 
thanks to Shannon for her backstage assistance and. 
of course. to Matt and Kim Spencer, who not only 
made us sound good but also brought out several 
effects that added to the show. Thank you to every-
one who supported it.—Cindy 

Christmas Cantata 
Also, I am very appreciative of our won-
derful Faith Choir, who performed such 
a beautiful Christmas cantata. They are 
a hard-working bunch, and it is a privi-

lege to direct such dedicated, talented people. 
Thank you to the congregation for your loving sup-
port. We sincerely hope that our music centered 
the Christmas spirit into each heart.—Cindy 

Volunteer Thanks 

A huge shout out to all those who served in one way 
or another at the Moorhead Christmas Program 
held at our building. A simple act of serving went a 
long way to make some families have a nice Christ-
mas.   Thank you. 



Dear Family of Faith, 
 
Happy New Year! As we begin this new year, I 

wonder, what are some of your resolutions? Often, 
this is the time of the year when we think about 

what we will give up, or what we will resolve to do 
differently. As we think about what we will do dif-

ferently, we often think about the physical changes 
we will make. Mostly, after the holidays, we think 

about the new exercise regimes we will undertake, 
etc. . .   As we begin a new year, are we considering 
what spiritual changes we would like to imple-

ment? 
 

Indeed, our spiritual muscles need a workout too. 

Perhaps we might commit to more devotional 

times, setting aside some focused time each day to 

pray, be, and breathe. Maybe we will consider fast-
ing. Fasting does not mean we need to fast from 

food. It may be a good practice to fast from tech-
nology. Or we could fast from gossip, judgment, or 

mistreating others? Maybe the spiritual practice 
we could add is service? Ser-

vice is a core pillar of our faith. 
We just celebrated Advent. 

The Advent message, in part, is 
that God dwelt among us 
(Emmanuel). Emmanuel 

(Christ), God with us, dwelt 
among us, that we might share 

his light and love, revealed in 
us, with the world. So, this 

new year, you could find a way to serve. We have 
many ways you can serve in the community. If you 

are interested in service and missions, talk to our 
mission chair, Pastor Rick Koch. 
 

As you begin this new year, breathe. As you start 
this new chapter, pray. 

 
Christ is with us. Christ is in us. Christ is before us. 

Emmanuel, God with us, revealed in us, and re-
vealed to the world as we reach out with acts of 

love, words of hope, and moments of grace. 
 
Blessings, 

 

January  2023 

eflections 

Pastor Matthew  

This year, 

find a way to 

pray, be, and 

breath . . . 

fast . . .  

find a way  

to serve. 

1.  Study my Bible 

2.  Do what it says 

“Forget about what’s happened; 
    don’t keep going over old history. 
Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new.   
    It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?”         Isaiah 43:18-19a  (The Message) 



January 2023 

Focus on Missions 

We’ve Graduated! 
After working at the Food Pantry with Indy Urban 
Acres last year, we will now be volunteering at the 
pantry as Faith UMC.  That means we will need lots 
of workers.  Our time each month will be the 2nd 
and 5th Saturdays from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.  Our first Sat-
urday will be January 14.  Please sign up on sig-
nup sheet in Narthex or go to:  www.signupgenius. 

com/go/9040445a5aa23a6f58-Saturday.  

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 
Thank you to those who prepared 15 boxes for 
children for Operation Christmas Child.   

A Thank You from Fletcher Place 
“We want to thank each one of you for helping us 
with the donated goods for our Fletcher Place Com-
munity Center Christmas Program and the Christ-
mas Program for our unhoused neighbors.  Without 
you we could not do this and we are so blessed to 
have your support year after year.  I know that 
many of our organizations are struggling but some-
how you have all found ways to continue to give to 
those in need.  And many of your organizations also 
had volunteers working side by side with us. 

Each family was provided: 
 A laundry basket full of household items with 
blankets 

 3 or more bags of food 
 Stuffed stockings and other Christmas items 
 Each child received clothing, several gifts of 
games, sporting goods, stuffed animal, books, arts 
and crafts, and toiletries for our older kids 

 And many other miscellaneous items – we even 
had a few bicycles donated. 

We supported 90 families and almost 300 kids and 
I had many families thank and hug me out of true 
appreciation. 

In addition, last Tuesday we served a hot meal to 
70 of our unhoused neighbors and provided a back-
pack full of a blanket, undergarments, socks, a hat, 
gloves, food items, and hygiene kit from the Cub 
Scouts.  And more given out the next couple days. 

Anything that was left over from the event was dis-
tributed to the following: 

 Toys, clothes and food items will be placed in our 
thrift shop for the community to access. 

 Clothing and toys for our preschool 
 Extra toys to the Toys for Tots program 

 (There are photos posted on the Fletcher Place 
Facebook page.) 

So again, thank you.  We are truly blessed that you 
are all involved in making Christmas very special 
for these families.” 

Merry Christmas and we hope you all have a 
Blessed 2023! 

Lisa, Dave, June, Suzanne, Bill and Stacy 

Rock the Socks 
On behalf of Fletcher Place, thank you to all who 
contributed multi packs of socks for their Christ-
mas shopping program. We have decided to contin-
ue this effort by keeping a sock box in the narthex 
all year long. We will collect socks throughout the 
year, and when December arrives, we will have a 
good supply to give to Fletcher place. Thank you 
again for the loving generosity you always show! 

Family Night & Breakfast with Santa 
We enjoyed a very festive Family Night AND a won-
derful Breakfast with Santa, thanks to the talents of 
so many people who contributed delicious food 
and to work by the Faith Fellowship team.  Special 
thanks to the Harlan family for decorating, the hot 
cocoa bar, and the favors for the kids —and a big 
hug to our “special friend of Santa’s,” Rick Koch.  
They were fun and festive times for all of us. 



January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Happy New 
Year! 

Combined 
Worship,  
10 a.m. 

Un-Decorate 

Jodi Martin 

Joshua Martin 

2 3 4 5 6 7  

Zumba,  
10 a.m. 

 

 

8  

Worship,  
9:30 a.m. 

Pledge Card 
Blessing 

Penny Raiders 

Margaret 

Knight 

9 

 

Dora Circle 

1 p.m. 

10 11 12 

 

Ad-Board 

Meeting,  

6:30 p.m. 

13 

 

14 

OB Food  

Pantry,  

8-1p.m. 

 

Zumba,  
10 a.m. 

15 

Worship,  
9:30 a.m. 

16 

 

 

 

 

 
Tim Pedigo 

17 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice Douglas* 

19 20 21 

 

Zumba,  
10 a.m. 
 

 

22 

Worship,  
9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Jody Fleming 

23 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed Santiago 

25 26 27 28 

Zumba,  
10 a.m. 

 

 
 

Gustina 

Mann-Ray* 

29 

Worship,  
9:30 a.m. 

30 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Norman 

    Faith United Methodist Church 

9031 E 16th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229 
Phone: 317-898-2204    
Email: faithumc16@sbcglobal.net 
Website: faithumc16.org   
Facebook: facebook.com/faithumc1965 

Church Office Hours 

Tues.—Thurs. 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 


