
      Focus on Faith        

Sunday Services  

 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Matthew Phipps 

Cell: 216-906-9741 

Office:  317-898-2204 

“Reaching out with the love of God to our neighbors through worship, prayer, hospitality, and service.” 

Tuesdays:  

Ladies Bible Study  - 10:00 a.m. 

On Break Dec. 20-Jan 3 

Wednesdays: 

Choir Practice  - 6:30 p.m. 

Saturdays: 

Zumba - 10:00 a.m. 

   Faith United Methodist Church 
9031 E 16th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229 

Phone: 317-898-2204    
Email: faithumc16@sbcglobal.net 

Website: faithumc16.org     Facebook: faithumc1965 

Church Office Hours 
Tues-Thurs from 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 

 December 2022 Faith United Methodist Church 

Events This Month 

Ladies Lunch w/Old Bethel Dec. 1  

 Christmas Carole Sunday Dec. 4 

 Food Pantry Volunteers Dec. 10 

 Children’s Program Dec. 11 

 Dora Circle Luncheon Dec. 12 

 Faith Family Dinner Dec. 13 

 Breakfast W/Santa Dec. 17 

 Pack lunches for Wheeler Dec. 17 

 Cantata Practice Dec. 17 

 Christmas Cantata Dec. 18 

 Longest Night Service Dec. 21 
 At Cumberland  
 Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24 

 Christmas Day Service  Dec. 25 
 at Old Bethel, 10 a.m. 



Email and Facebook 
Would you please let Jeri know if you do not use 
Facebook or email.  We want to be sure you are “in 
the loop.” 

Faith Ad-Board Members 
Administrative Council ....................................... Kim Spencer 

     Co-chair ...........................................................Sherman Pitzer 

Recording Secretary .......................................... Julie Santiago 

Pastor/Chair of Nominations ................... Matthew Phipps 

Lay Leader .................................................................. Ed Santiago 

Lay Representative ................................................... Pat Garrity 

Treasurer .................................................................. Tom Bradley 

Finance Co-Chair ...................................................... Todd Habig 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Pam Pedigo 

Trustee Co-Chair ........................................................ Rick Davis 

Trustee Co-Chair ......................................................Doug Corey 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ....................................Vacant  

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ............. Amanda Santiago 

The following will report to the Ad.-Board. 

 Faith Fellowship Committee Worship Committee 

 UWF  Dora Circle UMC Men 

Mission Committee  

December 2022 

Anniversaries 
Brad & Amy Cameron Dec. 13 

Eddie & Amanda Santiago   Dec. 14 
 

Birthdays 

 Mary Lou Conner December 1 

 Pat Snyder December 8 

 Bruce Mack December 11 

 Rick Davis December 12 

 Candy Gauer December 21 

 Deborah Phipps December 21 

 Cameron Pitzer December 27 

Advent Tree Mittens, etc. 
Along with our advent decorations, we have 
our Advent Trees for the collection of hats, 
gloves, and scarves for those in need in our 
Eastside Community.  We filled two trees last year.  
And this year? 

Children’s Program, Sunday, Dec. 11 
How fortunate we are to have a group of intrepid 
young folks!  You are sure to enjoy this year's pro-
gram, "Just A Little Christmas," as our small-but-
mighty bunch acts out the traditional Christmas 
story--with the fastest costume changes ever!    

You'll see the most beautiful angels, some well-
dressed Wise People, the frightened shepherds, an 
evil king and bossy emperor, and of course, the Star 
of the show and his parents!  The play will be pre-
sented during regular Sunday service.  

Christmas Cantata, Sunday, Dec. 18 

The Faith Choir will present the annual Christmas 
cantata on December 18, during the regular ser-
vice. "The Promised Hope" is an uplifting musical 
compilation of songs celebrating the Nativity. This 
versatile cantata features many different musical 
styles including choral, gospel, traditional, contem-
porary, using several solos and full choir.  We hope 
this year's cantata lifts your heart into the true 
Spirit of Christmas! 

Faith Family Christmas Dinner, Dec. 13 
Get into the seasonal spirit at our FAMILY NIGHT 
CHRISTMAS DINNER on Tuesday, December 13, at 
6:00 p.m.  We will be providing delicious turkey for 
the main dish, so please plan now to bring sides 
and desserts!  A signup sheet is in the narthex.  En-
tertainment will be provided once again by One 
Voice Community Choir.  Please join us for a deli-
cious dinner! 

2023 Offering Envelopes Are Ready for 
Pick-Up 
If you need a box of offering envelopes, Please see 
Pam. Place your pledge card in the Offering plate or 
mail it by Jan. 8.  

December Giving: Since  our Christmas Day Ser-
vice will only be held at Old Bethel, you can put in 
your December contributions any Sunday before 
that day or at the Christmas Eve Service.  Thanks. 

Breakfast with Santa 
Plan now to bring your young folks to our annual 
Breakfast With Santa on Saturday, December 17, at 
9:30 a.m.  A light breakfast will be provided, fol-
lowed by some holiday crafts. The highlight of the 
day will be a visit by Santa himself!  Photo opportu-
nities, of course!  Please bring your kids, friends, 
and grandkids to this always-fun event. 



Advent is a time of waiting. However, our waiting is 

not passive. We wait for the birth of Emmanuel 

(God with us). We remember Christ, who was born 

into this world, into the chaos, into the darkness, to 

bring light and love. 

Every Sunday, at the end of worship, we remind 

ourselves that we are to share the light of Christ in-

to the world. We remind ourselves that Christ's 

light is still going into the world, into the moments, 

into  the darkness, and into the unknown. The light 

dispels the darkness, and the light illuminates the 

love that is present. It can be so easy for us to move 

on from the Advent season, as the holidays wind 

down. However, Emmanuel is still entering into the 

world. Emmanuel is still entering into places of divi-

sion, hatred, and chaos, to bring light/love and to 

dispel the darkness. You, that 

is all that is reading this, you 

have the light of Christ within 

you. You have the love of 

Christ within you. Therefore, 

when you show up, there is 

light. When you show up there 

is love. When you show up there is hope. We carry 

inside of us, the light, love, and hope of Christ. When 

you show up, darkness, disunity, and injustice can 

be eradicated. How? You hold within you the light, 

love, and hope of Christ. 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 

loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, ex-

cept to be thrown out and trampled under-

foot.  You are the light of the world. A town 

built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 

light to everyone in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:13-16 

Advent is a time of waiting for Emmanuel, Christ 

(God with us). Christ has come, Christ is still com-

ing, and Christ will come again. Christ is still mov-

ing into the world with light, through acts of love, 

words of hope, and moments of grace. You, all 

those reading this, you are the light of the world. As 

we enter 2023, how might we share light into the 

world? We can share kind words, and a smile, with 

others. Perhaps, we might check ourselves, as we 

share thoughts/replies on social media. Maybe in 

2023 we might find more opportunities to serve. 

You may even advocate for change and justice. 

Whatever you do, and wherever you do it, remem-

ber that you are the light of the world. Remember 

that we are light, because of Christ's light that is 

within us. Remember, that as people interact with 

us, they may begin to wonder who Christ is.  

Emmanuel, God with us, is still with us. Emmanuel, 

God with us, is still guiding us. Emmanuel, God with 

us, is still the light and love that is within us. 

 

I hope you have a blessed season, and a blessed be-

ginning to 2023, 

Pastor Matthew 

December 2022 

eflections 
Dear Family of Faith, 

You hold with-

in you the 

light, love, 

and hope of 

Christ. 



Focus on Missions 

   Dora Circle Luncheon  

Monday, Dec. 12, 11 a.m. 

Olive Garden 

Meet back at church for dessert and meeting 

December 2022 

Wheeler Mission Sack Lunches 
On Sat., Dec. 17, we will pack sack lunches from 
7:30 a.m. until approximately 9:30 a.m. for Wheeler 
Mission.  Items needed are bread, deli meats, sliced 
cheese, chips, individually wrapped desserts, and 
fruit. See Ed for more info.  We are always grateful 
for volunteers to help pack lunches in our kitchen. 

Christmas Cards 
This year we again will be decorating 
a bulletin board with your Christmas 
cards. You will only need one card for 

the church, store bought or home-
made, and you can pin it on the board.   

Don’t forget to stop and read the 
cards. 

Recycle Caps & Lids 
Bailey Davis will continue to collect your caps and 
lids for her 4-H group.  Please be sure your caps 
have the recycle logo on them. 

Giving 
As we enter this season with the excitement of giv-
ing to our family and friends, let’s not forget about 
the giving that we do continually throughout the 
year for Autumn Leaves and the Food Pantry.  
These are the hardest times for those in need and 
we want to show them that we care.  Volunteers 
are always needed for whatever talent you can 
provide. 

As a reminder, here’s what you can give: 

Autumn Leaves of Eastgate: 

Disposable paper products: Plates, cups, bowls, 
silverware, and napkins. Maybe a pretty table 
decoration? 

Old Bethel Food Pantry: 

Non-Perishable Foods: 

Soups, Ramen Noodles, Chef Boy-R-Dee, Instant 
potatoes, Hamburger Helper, Mac & Cheese, Ce-
reals, etc. 

Paper items: 

Toilet tissue and diapers (any size)  
Also Health & Hygiene items 

Volunteer at the OB Food Pantry 
Saturday, Dec. 10, is our turn to work at the Old 
Bethel Food Pantry.  We will work every second 
Saturday of each month, and the fifth Saturday 
when there is one.  Bring a smile and a warm heart. 

2022 Mission Giving 

As we prepare for 2023 and start new missions giv-
ing, here is the breakdown of mission monies that 
we will support financially to end our calendar year 
for 2022.  These amounts were approved by the 
Mission Committee session. 

Partners and Allocated Amounts: 
Indy Urban Acres  $1000.00 
Tree of Life   $2000.00 
Autumn Leaves  $1000.00 
Old Bethel Food Pantry   $2000.00 
Joy in the Harvest  $1000.00 
Wheeler Mission, Dec Sack Lunch  $200.00 
East 10th Street Children’s Center  $500.00 
Fletcher Place  $1000.00 
Metro Ministries  $500.00 
Bishop’s Christmas Offering  $800.00 

 Total     - $10,000.00 
Thank you for giving! 
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