
      Focus on Faith        

Sunday Services  

 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Matthew Phipps 

Cell: 216-906-9741 

Office:  317-898-2204 

“Reaching out with the love of God to our neighbors through worship, prayer, hospitality, and service.” 

Tuesdays:  

Ladies Bible Study  - 10:00 a.m. 

Produce Distribution - 6:00 p.m.  

Wednesdays: 

Choir Practice  - 6:30 p.m. 

Saturdays: 

Zumba - 10:00 a.m. 

   Church Office Hours 
Tues-Thurs from 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 

(Please note change, again) 
 

Faith United Methodist Church 
9031 E 16th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229 

Phone: 317-898-2204    
Email: faithumc16@sbcglobal.net 

Website: faithumc16.org Facebook: faithumc1965 

 September 2022 Faith United Methodist Church 

Events This Month 
Choir Practice Resumes  Sept. 7 

 Ad-Board Meeting Sept. 8 

 Youth Night Sept. 11 

  Dora Circle Sept. 12 

  Ladies Bible Study Sept. 13 

 Town Hall Meeting  Sept. 18 

 Central Bowl-A-Thon Sept. 24 

August Average Attendance  

74 

(Including on-line viewers) 

October will be Faith  
Promise/Mission Month 



Community Youth Night 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, September 11, 
at Old Bethel UMC, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Come for a time 
of food/snacks, games, and a message.   

Faith Ad-Board Members 
Administrative Council ....................................... Kim Spencer 

     Co-chair .......................................................... Sherman Pitzer 

Recording Secretary ........................................... Julie Santiago 

Pastor/Chair of Nominations ................... Matthew Phipps 

Lay Leader .................................................................... Sheri Riley 

Lay Representative ................................................... Pat Garrity 

Treasurer .................................................................. Tom Bradley 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Todd Habig 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Pam Pedigo 

Trustee Co-Chair ......................................................... Rick Davis 

Trustee Co-Chair ...................................................... Doug Corey 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ................................ Gil Ryan 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ............. Amanda Santiago 

The following will report to the Ad.-Board. 

 Faith Fellowship Committee Worship Committee 

 UWF  Dora Circle UMC Men 

Mission Committee  

September 2022 

Birthdays 
 Deanna Leinbach* Sept. 4 

 Barb Stokes Sept. 4 

 Dave Martin Sept. 5 

 Doyle Overfield Sept. 13 

 Jay Flora Sept. 19 

 Annabelle Phipps Sept. 19 

 Mary Pliquett Sept. 21 

 Mathew Phipps Sept. 28 

 Sylvia Harlan Sept. 30 
 

Anniversaries 

Brad & Robin Winslow 
September 22 

* Homebound 

It’s Back to (Sunday) School Time! 

Now that the summer is coming to a close, things 
are getting back into a routine. So it’s time to get 
back in to Sunday School.  This fall looks to have 
some exciting discussion topics. 

 “Getting into trouble due to crippling circum-
stances, our own poor choices, or the choices of 
others is part of the human condition.  Scripture 
records accounts of dire human predicaments and 
miraculous divine rescues.  God’s deliverance and 
salvation are certainly worth celebrating, but they 
are only the beginning of God’s plan for redeemed 
people.  God call us to join the work of rescuing oth-
ers, working for justice, and sharing our blessings 
with those who are vulnerable, stuck, or precari-
ously hanging on.” - Fall series - Freedom. 

 “We are God’s accomplishment, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for 
these good things to be the way that we live our 
lives,” Eph. 2:10 Come join us at 9:30 a.m. every 
Sunday morning.  Bring a coffee, grab a quarterly,  
and join in the conversation. 

Choir Notes 

We are getting ready to put our 
choir robes back on in mid-September!  We'd love 
to get a few more members to swell our sound this 
year.  So--if you love to sing, please prayerfully con-
sider joining us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 for 
our hour-long rehearsal.  Yes, choir is indeed a sac-
rifice of time and other things, like sitting with your 
family at church (which are some of the reasons we 
take a summer break).  But like all things worth do-
ing, the rewards are great.  The fun and fellowship 
we enjoy are wonderful, and we value the privilege 
of helping to lead our congregation in worship with 
our music. There’s a choir robe in your size! 

Save the date!  There will be a Town 
Hall Meeting immediately after service 

on Sunday, September 18, with  

Rev. Dr. Aleze Fulbright.  

We encourage all to attend. 

Don’t forget Zumba every  
Saturday.  ALL are welcome! 



We enter a new season. This month, summer begins 
to close out, and the Fall season will arrive. I hope 
that we get a decent Fall this year. I love Fall! One 
thing is certain, new seasons come and new seasons 
will become “old” seasons. Indeed, that is true of 
life, we go through a myriad of seasons that come 
and go. Some of those life seasons feel good, warm, 
and hopeful, and we do not want them to end. How-
ever, there are other seasons that we journey 
through that feel long, are hard, and we long for 
them to pass quickly. 

Those that journeyed closely with Christ heard of a 
Kingdom that was to come. They wanted to “go” 
there soon, they wanted Christ to establish it “now”, 
and they even considered where they would be po-
sitioned in this new Kingdom. 

“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 
“What do you want me to do for you?” he 
asked. They replied, “Let one of us sit at 
your right and the other at your left in glo-
ry.” ~ Mark 10:35-37 

Jesus replies to both James and John, and the other 
disciples… 

“Jesus called them together and said, “You 
know that those who are regarded as rul-
ers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over 
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave to all. For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” ~ Mark 10:42-45 

“Jesus called them together.” That part of the story 
indicates that the disciples were about to experi-
ence a come-to-Jesus moment. 
 
James and John’s request is not far detached from 
our hopes. We want to know “where we will be” in 
eternity, and “where we will be placed.” Right? 
However, Jesus’ response is brilliant to the disci-
ples, he centers them. That’s right, as Jesus holds a 
come-to-Jesus moment, he chooses to focus his fol-
lowers on building the Kingdom now. Through our 
acts of love, words of hope, and moments of grace, 
we are Kingdom builders now. Our focus, even as 
we journey through different seasons, should be: 
how might we serve others, in humility, now? The 
kind of Kingdom building behavior we are talking 
about is not to gain notability.  
 
Kingdom building, the Jesus way,  
 is for the service of others.  
Kingdom building, the Jesus way,  
 takes place in all settings and contexts.  
Kingdom building, the Jesus way,  
 cares about the needs of others.  
Kingdom building, the Jesus way,  
 is all about love.  
 
As we continue to journey through a myriad of dif-
ferent seasons, let's be quick to love, ready to serve, 
and desiring to extend grace whenever we can. 
 
Blessings! 
 

Pastor Matthew  
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eflections 
Dear Family of Faith, 



September 2022 

Answers to “Name that Mission” in August 
Focus.  How’d you do? 

 
1. Hope Center 
2. Urban Acres 
3. WaterStep 
4. Old Bethel Food Pantry 
5. Tree of Life/Rose Bud 
6. Fletcher Place 
7. Joy in the Harvest 
8. Friendly Plant Missiology 
9. Autumn Leaves 
10. Moorhead Community Resources 
11. Brightwood Community 
12. Wheeler Mission 
13. Recycle Caps and Lids for Baylie 
14. Gennesaret Clinic 
15. Metro Ministries 
16. Military Care Packages 

Benjamin Phipps, and the Phipps family would like to say thank you very much to our faith family for the 
wonderful party Tues., August 9, and also for the lovely presents and cards. You are all so sweet, and Benja-
min is so blessed. Thank you!  

Celebrating a First Birthday! 

Snuffleupagus Spotting 

Oh come on!  You remember Snuffleupagus from Sesame 
Street.  He has been spotted in the field behind the 
church— with friends!   



Autumn Leaves of Eastgate 
Disposable dishes: 

Plates, cups, bowls, silverware, 
and napkins. 

Focus on Missions 

   Dora Circle  

Monday, Sept., 12, 1:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Holly McHugh 
Fletcher Place 

Hostess: Dana Bandy & Wilma Mack 

The flowers are spectacular on the Faith farm 

October is Mission Month! 
This October we will devote a month to missions, 
and our local mission partners. Each Sunday, Octo-
ber 9th-30th, we give focus to a different mis-
sion partner and ways you can get involved. 

October 9th: We will learn more about the work of 
the Old Bethel and Partners Food Pantry. 

October 16th: We will learn more about the work 
of Metro Ministries, and the ways they resource the 
city of Indianapolis, and Central District.  

October 23rd: We learn more from our friends at 
Autumn Leaves of Eastgate, and ways they're sup-
porting seniors in our community.  

October 30th: We learn more about the work of 
Indy Urban Acres, as we will celebrate the ways the 
Faith Farm has serviced the community. 

We can't wait to devote a month to Missions, this 
October!  

WaterStep Shoes 

Off they go!  Once more another large batch of shoes 
was picked up by WaterStep.  Thank you so much 
for your donations.  It helps if you can tie the laces 
together or wrap a rubber band around them so 
pairs don’t get separated. Keep those shoes coming.  

Free Produce 

Moorhead Resource Center will have a free FRESH 
PRODUCE stand for our Warren families for the 
next four weeks!  The produce stand will be open 
on Tuesdays from 6pm - 7pm.  It will be located 
right outside our front door.  Volunteers are need-
ed to help.  See Ed Santiago.  Rain or shine - While 
supplies last. 

September 2022 



Mission Focus-Penny Raiders 
Why do we collect “pennies” for Penny Raiders? 
Where did it start? What do our pennies do? 

“In the late 1980s a colleague told us about a pro-

ject he had for missions. Every 6 weeks he would 
send the children out into the congregation to col-
lect pennies (nickels, dimes, dollars). It seemed to 

be a great idea so I began to use it where I was and 
have continued in each congregation since. It was 

at Faith, as Bob Walters and daughter Taylor 

Denyer began Friendly Planet Missiology, that the 

Penny Raiders money began to go to Friendly 

Planet. When we hosted Joseph Mulongo, we had 

another reason to give support to the Friendly 
Planet projects. Not a very exciting story, but very 
exciting results from a simple plan to collect for 

missions,”  Cameron Manifold. 

Faith UMC started Penny Raiders in 2011.  Since 
then, $10,436 has been collected.   



September 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
Deanna  
    Leinbach* 
Barb Stokes 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Martin 

6 
 
 
 
 
Fresh Produce, 
Moorhead 
Center, 6 p.m. 

7 
 
 
Choir practice 
resumes,  
6:30 p.m. 

8 
 
 
 
Ad-Board 
Meeting,  
6:00 p.m. 

9 10 
Zumba,  
10 a.m. 

11 
 
 
 
 
Youth Night, 
Old Bethel,  
6 p.m. 

12 
 
Dora Circle,  
1 p.m. 

13 
Ladies Bible 
Study, 10 a.m. 
 

Fresh Produce, 
Moorhead 
Center, 6 p.m. 

 

Doyle  
   Overfield 

14 
 
 
Choir practice  
6:30 p.m. 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 17 
Zumba,  
10 a.m. 

18 
 
Town Hall 
Meeting, after 
Service 
Rev. Dr. Aleze 
Fulbright 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jay Flora 
Annabelle  
   Phipps 

20 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study, 10 a.m. 
 
Fresh Produce, 
Moorhead 
Center, 6 p.m. 

21 
 
 
 
Choir practice  
6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Mary Pliquett 

22 23 24 
Zumbe,  
10 a.m. 
 
Central Dis-
trict Bowl-a-
Thon, 11 a.m. 

25 26 27 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study, 10 a.m. 
 
Fresh Produce, 
Moorhead 
Center, 6 p.m. 

28 
 
 
Choir practice  
6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Matthew 
   Phipps 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sylvia Harlan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Homebound 


