
      Focus on Faith        

Sunday Services  

 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Matthew Phipps 

Cell: 216-906-9741 

Office:  317-898-2204 

“Reaching out with the love of God to our neighbors through worship, prayer, hospitality, and service.” 

Tuesdays:  

Ladies Bible Study starting next month 

Wednesdays: 

Choir Practice next month 

Saturdays: 

Zumba, 10:00 a.m. 

   Church Office Hours 
Tues-Thurs from 8:30 a.m.2:30 p.m. 

(Please note change) 
 

Faith United Methodist Church 
9031 E 16th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229 

Phone: 317-898-2204    
Email: faithumc16@sbcglobal.net 

Website: faithumc16.org   
Facebook: faithumc1965 

 August 2022 Faith United Methodist Church 

Events This Month 
 August 4 Ad-Board Meeting 

 August 8 Dora Circle 

 August 9 Faith Fellowship/Benjamin 

1st Birthday Party 

August 14 Youth Night@Cumberland 

August 21 Penny Raiders 

  Rummage Sale Drop-Off 

He causes grass  
to grow  

for the livestock 
and provides crops 

for man to cultivate, 
producing food from 

the earth   
Psalm 104:14 

July Average Attendance  

79 
(Including on-line viewers) 



Community Youth Night 

Community youth night will be on Sunday, August 
14, at Cumberland UMC, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Come for a 
time of food/snacks, games, and a message.  Invite 
a new school friend. 

   Dora Circle  
Monday, Aug, 8, 1:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Schellie Clemons 
Autumn Leaves Adult Day Care 

Hostess: Joyce Arterberry  

Please bring paper products for this mission 

Faith Ad-Board Members 
Administrative Council ....................................... Kim Spencer 

     Co-chair .......................................................... Sherman Pitzer 

Recording Secretary........................................... Julie Santiago 

Pastor/Chair of Nominations .................... Matthew Phipps 

Lay Leader .................................................................... Sheri Riley 

Lay Representative ................................................... Pat Garrity 

Treasurer .................................................................. Tom Bradley 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Todd Habig 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Pam Pedigo 

Trustee Co-Chair......................................................... Rick Davis 

Trustee Co-Chair...................................................... Doug Corey 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ................................ Gil Ryan 

    SPR Co-Chair ............................................. Amanda Santiago 

The following will report to the Ad.-Board. 

 Faith Fellowship Committee Worship Committee 

 UMW  Dora Circle UMC Men 

Mission Committee  

August 2022 

Anniversaries 
Cameron & Becky Manifold 

August 13 

Birthdays 
 Diane Lee August 5 

 Lori Shaw August 5 

 Joy Kaiser August 8 

 Benjamin Phipps August 11 

 Amanda Santiago August 14 

 Todd Buchanan August 18 

 Lori Kaufman-Flora August 18 

 Kaitlin Corey August 23 

 Jacob Phipps August 31 Kroger Rewards 

Last quarter you earned $40.85 in donations from 
Kroger.  Keep up the shopping! 

Future Events 
 Choir Practice Resumes September 7 

 Youth Night September 11 

 Ladies Bible Study Starts September 13 

 Faith Family Night September 13 

 Faith Promise/Missions  Month of October 

 Campaign  

 Charge Conference October 16 

 Wheeler Sack Lunches October 22 

 Treat ‘n’ Eat October 29 
 (Chicken Noodle Dinner) 

 Chili Cook-Off November 8 

 Wheeler Sack Lunches December 17 

 Breakfast with Santa December 17 

 Christmas Cantata December 18 

Watch for details for these events. 

New Address: 

Jeri Burgess 
7842 W 300 South 
New Palestine, IN 46163 
Phone has not changed 

Rummage Sale Donations: August 21. The trailer 
will be open immediately before and after church 
service  for any donations you may have for the 
Rummage Sale in May.  The Faith Fellowship team 
will be on hand to help.  Additional dates will be 
added in spring. Please bring items on designated 
dates only. 



As I write this reflection I am sitting in my office 

watching the rain fall. For most of this summer we 

have been praying for rain. And, until the past cou-

ple of days, we have just had small bursts of rain. 

Those small bursts were helpful, and temporary, 

but they did bring encouragement of what could be.  

We need those small bursts of encouragements, like 

the rain, in our lives. For sure, we need the longer 

periods of rain (encouragement), too. The small 

bursts give us hope. The longer periods of rain 

(encouragement) give sustenance to everything it 

touches. We, in our humanity, need people to bring 

us moments of encouragement and hope, to keep us 

going. We humans also need the longer periods of 

sustaining hope, beauty, and encouragement, too. It 

is important for us to consider how we might bring 

(and be) hope and encouragement to one another.  

Indeed, many people are car-

rying around difficult and 

weighty things, that nobody 

even knows about. Yet, our 

hope and practice should be to 

support one another and find 

ways to “lift” some of the 

weight off one another. The 

only way we can do this is by knowing that people 

are carrying hard things. Perhaps, if we show our-

selves to be empathetic, kind, and willing to “show 

up” for others, then we may be more likely to share 

our struggles?  

The truth is, we are not designed to do life on our 

own and in a vacuum. We need others. However, we 

are often conditioned not to let others in so that 

they may know us more fully and can support us in 

our harder times.  

Nature, all around us, has needed this rain. Human-

ity needs humanity to show up, like rain in a 

drought-stricken land. We can show up for another, 

with intentionality, and when we realize that, no 

act (however small) of kindness is ever wasted.  

As we do life and ministry on the Eastside of Indi-

anapolis we continue to dream, vision, and reimag-

ine how we might more intentionally serve our 

neighbors and neighborhoods. We cannot imagine 

that our neighbors would feel comfortable enough 

to share the weighty struggles of life with us, or an-

ybody, if we are not willing to first show up in care, 

empathy, and service. That is our calling as Chris-

tians. Showing up. Repeatedly in scripture, when 

the followers of Christ became sidetracked with 

power, prestige, and eternal placement, Jesus re-

minded them to show up.  

“Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and 

said, “Anyone who wants to be first must 

be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

Mark 9:35 

How might we continue to keep our eyes on service 

and the needs of our neighbors as we transition 

from summer to fall?  

May we continue to be little bursts of hope to one 

another. May we also be those who show up, over 

time, so that the sustaining hope and love of Christ 

might shine through us both now and always.  

Blessings! 

Pastor Matthew  

August 2022 

eflections 
Dear Family of Faith, 

. . . to show 
ourselves to be 
empathetic, 
kind, and will-
ing to “show 
up.” 



August 2022 

Name That Mission! 

1.  _____________________ 

2.  _____________________ 

3.  _____________________ 

4.  _____________________ 

5.  _____________________ 

6.  _____________________ 

7.  _____________________ 

8.  _____________________ 

9.  _____________________ 

10. _____________________ 

11. _____________________ 

12. _____________________ 

13. _____________________ 

14._____________________ 

15. _____________________ 

16. _____________________ 

Faith is involved in a LOT of different missions at different times of the year.  Can you name those missions 
based on just their logo?  Some you may have seen many times and others…… well, maybe only once a year.  
(that’s a hint)  See how well you do.  I will put the answers in next month’s Focus.   

Move It FOR Missions—Zumba 

As the name states, we offer Zumba to help bring in funds and items FOR some of the groups we support.  
So, remember to bring $5 and/or an item for the food pantry.  All are welcome, just have to move your feet! 



 

Culture from the Mission Field 
                      
             July, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
 We have spent more than half our lives living in Africa.  So I thought I’d 
share a few reflection about living “cross-culturally.” 
 
 I had just finished a Master’s of Divinity degree with a specialization in 
World Mission. While formal education is valuable, it has its limits.  I landed 
in Africa with two pieces of advise from my missions professor: “Keep your 
opinions to yourself for four years, and just try to lessen the burden you are 
on everyone around you.” 
 
 Stories of missionary Hudson Taylor growing a Chinese pigtail to cultur-
ally adapt, and being told you’re a complete moron your first term, I wondered 
how to begin unravelling the mysteries of living cross-culturally. 
 
 Our first house was an unspeakable wreck. We had to figure out how to live 
in Africa and fast.  These circumstances could break us.  We had packed two 
cheap K-Mart rugs and wondered if we should use them.  They were nicer than 
what the Africans had.  We decided to ask an African  pastor.  The wisdom of the 
advise I received still amazes me and has been the key to living cross-
culturally for me. He said, “Don’t pretend to be poor.  Africa has enough poor 
people.  We are not stupid. Be who you are. Be the best Americans you can be.  
Use your rugs.  Live among us.  Love us.  All we ask is that when we come to 
your door we are welcomed and when your serve us a drink, use the same glasses 
you use.” 
 
 There are many surprises when working in another culture.  Failures,  some 
still hurt.  But there were plenty of successes, too.  You learn you just need 
the approval of One.  As the years roll by, a quiet satisfaction fills you. 
 
 The past two months, I spent much time on a mountain top called Heru Juu, 
building a new radio station.  It was difficult for me.  The bumpy five-hour 
road trip took its toll on my body.  Sometimes I needed pain pills.  My weak-
nesses were on full display.  The rugged, rocky area made me trip and stumble.  
Many times I felt physically inadequate.  But my radio knowledge was the key 
to getting this done.  So I needed to be there. 
 
 

Never before did I feel so loved by Africans.  If I would get out of my 
chair, there was always someone right there to move it for me.  They cleared 
all the rocks away so I wouldn’t fall.  They tended my needs.  They were kind 
and respectful.  We were all serving the Lord working for the same goal.  We 
had connected in mutual appreciation for each other.  So here it is.  Rugs don’t 
matter.  Love does. 
           Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

   Kigoma, Tanzania 
See photos on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 



August  2022  
Sunday  Monday  Tu esday  Wednes- Thu rsday  Friday  Satu rday  

 1  2  3  4  
 
 
Ad-Board 
Meet ing  
6:30 p.m.  

5  
 
 
 
 
 
Diane Lee  
Lori  Shaw  

6 

7 8 
 
Dora Circle, 
1 p.m. 
 
 
 
Joy Kaiser  

9 
 
 
Faith Fellow-
ship Meal,  
6 p.m. 
 

10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin    
    Phipps  

12 13 

14 
 
Youth Night, 
Cumberland,  
6 p.m. 
 
Amanda  
    Santiago  

15 16 17 18 
 
 
 
Todd  
   Buchanan  
Lori   
   Kauf man 

19 20 

21 
 
Penny Raiders 
 
Rummage Sale 
Donations Day 

22 23 
 
 
 
 
 
Kai t l in   
   Corey  

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacob Phipps 

1 2 3 
 
Labor Day 
Weekend 


