
Faith United Methodist Church       January 2022 

      Focus on Faith        

Sunday Services  

 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 

Events This Month 
 Jan. 2 Un-decorate Church 

 Jan. 4 Mission Meeting 

 Jan. 10 Dora Circle 

  IUA Committee Meeting 

 Jan. 11 Faith Family Night 

 Jan. 13 Ad-Board Meeting 

 Jan. 16 Pastor Family Open House 

 Jan. 17 Book Study Begins 

 Jan. 21 Ad-Board Dinner 

 Jan. 22 Church Vision Breakfast 

 Jan. 23 Vision Sunday 

  Penny Raiders 

Pastor Matthew Phipps 

Cell: 216-906-9741 

Office:  317-898-2204 

 Church Office Hours 
Tues-Thurs from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

   Article Submission Deadlines 
Bulletin:   Wednesdays by 10:00 a.m.  

Next Month’s Newsletter: By January 20  

Sunday Services are livestreamed on our private 

 Facebook page, Faithbook:-] 

Tuesdays:  

 Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays: 
 Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
 Zumba, 10:00 a.m. 

During inclement weather, check 
Channel 13 for any closings 

“Reaching out with the love of God to our neighbors through worship, prayer, hospitality, and service.” 

1.  Study my Bible 

2. Do what it says 

Love the Lord your God and keep 

his requirements, his decrees, his 

laws and his commands always. 

 Deuteronomy 11:1 



Dear Family of Faith, 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
What separates the 'old' year from the 'new' year? 
In theory not much, a night's sleep (for those that 
sleep on New Year's Eve). However, the reality is 
that for us humans, just hearing New Year creates 
a myriad of possibilities, hopes, and dreams within                                        
our hearts and minds, right? 
 
Indeed, when we think about New Year we think 
about making resolutions, and good choices. We 
imagine what might be different, and what might I 
do differently? We anticipate (there's a word we 
carry over from our Advent season) what's ahead 
of us. And for some, anticipation is more like a des-
perate and hopeful longing for outcomes to change, 
things to get better, or situations to resolve.  
 
We have put an incredible weight on one night in a 
year, as if it might magically fix all things. We know 
the pressure we put on ourselves, and others, to 
keep resolutions and achieve our set goals. We also 
know how down we get on ourselves when we 
don't meet those goals, or fulfill those resolutions, 
right?  
 
The reality is the turn of a year won't magically fix 
things, but it's important to still hope, dream, and 
plan.  
 
I think what helps us live into any new season, in-
cluding the turning of a new year, is community. 
The beauty and hope that we have as Christ follow-
ers, is that we don't journey alone. We are deeply 
designed/created for oneness, by a Creator that 
models Oneness to us, and invites us into the One-
ness of himself.  
 
As you consider resolutions and goals in this sea-
son, also consider that this journey of life is a mar-
athon and not a sprint. Consider the amount of 

time it takes to build up strength and stamina to 
take part in a marathon. Then, consider the reality 
that when running a marathon you learn from 
those that have run before, you accept training 
from those with experience of the race, then you 
run alongside others while encouraging each other. 
 
All this to say, make journey-
ing with others a goal. Make 
championing others a goal 
too. We are in this together. 
And, there is so much grace 
for all, that covers a myriad of 
things.  
 
As you enter this new year pause, breathe, be still, 
and remain connected to your community, not feel-
ing condemned by whether or not you met a reso-
lution.  
 

"The secret of the mystery is: God is always 
greater. No matter how great we think Him 
to be, His love is always greater." 
  ~Brennan Manning 

 
The above quote serves as a helpful reminder, as 
we navigate differing seasons of life. God is great! 
Therefore, there is always more of God to be dis-
covered, enough love to be shared, and enough 
grace to go around. Rest in those beautiful and 
mysterious truths. One thing is for sure, we may 
not know what awaits us in this New Year, but the 
greatness of God is behind us, with us, and before 
us in both the known and unknowns of life.  
 

Blessings Faith Family, as we continue to journey 
together. 

 

January  2022 

eflections 

Pastor Matthew  

Make 

 journeying 

with  

others a 

goal. 



Faith United Methodist Church 
9031 E 16th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46229 

Phone: 317-898-2204   Email: faithumc16@sbcglobal.net 
Website: faithumc16.org  Facebook: facebook.com/faithumc1965 

Dora Circle  
Monday, January 10 

1:00 p.m. 
 Speaker: Arin Schellenberg 

Old Bethel Community 

December Average Attendance  

68 

January Anniversaries 

Gil & Bev Ryan Jan. 3 

Jay & Lori Flora Jan. 7 

January Birthdays  
 Jodi Martin Jan. 1 

 Joshua Martin Jan. 1 

 Fred Seddon* Jan. 4 

 Margaret Knight Jan. 8 

 Tim Pedigo Jan. 16 

 Alice Douglas* Jan. 18 

 Jody Fleming Jan. 22 

 Ed Santiago Jan. 24 

 Gustina Mann-Ray* Jan. 28 

 Rob Norman Jan. 31      

 *Shut-In 

Advent Mitten Tree 
We will have our Advent Mitten Tree for the col-
lection of hats, gloves, and scarves for those in 
need in our Community until January 5. 

Contribution Statements 
Please be sure and pick up your 2021 Contribution 
Statements that will be located in the Narthex by 
mid  January.  You will receive a financial state-
ment even if you do not have a tithing number.  If 
you have any questions or corrections that need to 
be made, please contact Pam Pedigo.  Thank You!! 

Save the Date: Parsonage Open 
House 

Family of Faith, 
The Phipps family would like to invite you to the 
Parsonage for an open house. You can come any-
time between 3-5pm, Sunday, January 16. We’ll 
provide light refreshments and drinks. Just bring 
yourselves, and come on over and relax and 
hangout. The Parsonage can be found at 8127 For-
sythia Court, Indianapolis. 

Faith Ad-Board Members 
Administrative Council ....................................... Kim Spencer 

     Co-chair ...........................................................Sherman Pitzer 

Recording Secretary .......................................... Julie Santiago 

Pastor/Chair of Nominations ................... Matthew Phipps 

Lay Leader .................................................................... Sheri Riley 

Conference Member ................................................. Pat Garrity 

Treasurer .................................................................. Tom Bradley 

Finance Co-Chair ...................................................... Todd Habig 

Finance Co-Chair ..................................................... Pam Pedigo 

Trustee Co-Chair ........................................................ Rick Davis 

Trustee Co-Chair ......................................................Doug Corey 

Staff Parish Relations Co-Chair ................................ Gil Ryan 

    SPR Co-Chair ............................................. Amanda Santiago 

Mission Chair  .............................................................. Vicki Clem 

The following will report to the Adm. Board. 

 Faith Fellowship Committee Worship Committee 

 UMW  Dora Circle Mission Committee 

Metro Ministries Appointment 
The Meeting of the Corporation for Metro Minis-
tries approved the appointment of Ed Santiago to 
the board beginning in January 2022 for a term of 
3 years. The committee request was to be a mem-
ber of the Corporate Governance group.  Orienta-
tion will be on January 15 and we will update further 
as more information becomes available. 



January 2022 

Faith Promise Missions 
Indy Urban Acres Update 

We continue to plan ahead to our partnership with 
Indy Urban Acres. The forming of these new rela-
tionships take time, but we have so many reasons 
to anticipate this coming spring, and the food that 
will be grown and harvested later this year. Cur-
rently, we are finalizing our formal connection with 
IUA, and overviewing their proposal. I'm as-
sured these steps are formalities. One exciting thing 
to share with you, is the estimated amount of food 
that will be grown on our property. 

"Based on our past years of farming the estimat-
ed yield will be 40,000-60,000 lbs of produce go-
ing directly to families in need." ~Tyler Gough, 
Indy Urban Acres Director  

That's an incredible amount of food that will serve 
and bless our neighbors on the Eastside of Indy. 
That estimate is shared from experience of 10 + 
years of growing food on similar acreage. We will 
keep you informed as we press ahead, and will still 
provide space to meet the Indy Urban Acres team, 
once we've completed our necessities.  

Faith Promise Giving 

Listed below is a reminder of what we have shared 
from Faith Promise. 

Gennesaret Free Clinic $2,000 

Tree of Life Ministry $2,000 

JOY in the Harvest $2,000 

Hope Center Indy $2,000 

Fletcher Community Center $1,000 

 Brightwood Community Centers $1,000 

Again, thank you for your support of Faith Promise 
and for missions.   

Visioning Weekend: You're Invited!  

Dear Family of Faith,  

Over this past month we focused on Christ's light 
and love, while talking often about the joy and an-
ticipation of the Advent season. It can be so easy to 
liturgically and emotionally now wait until the next 
season, which significantly in our church calen-
dar is Lent/Easter. However, there's beauty in 
pressing the pause button sometimes.  

Pausing to give thanks for all that has been these 
past few months, while also keeping an Advent like 
anticipation for what's ahead. I, like many of you, 
am excited about this New Year (2022), and discov-
ering ways we can continue to live into our mission, 
and fulfill our vision. Though, as we practice the 
pause, it won't be a passive pause. Rather, we are 
inviting you to come spend some time together as a 
community, January the 21st-23rd, as we enjoy a 
time of visioning and prayerfully consider what 
God's calling us to as this community of Faith. The 
weekend will be as a follows, and each session will 
be a guided and informative time of exploring our 
vision: 

Friday, January 21:  
 The Administrative Board will gather at Faith 

for dinner and conversation, 6-8 p.m. 

Saturday, January 22:  
 Everyone is invited to enjoy breakfast at Faith, 

and take part in a guided visioning morning, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. (there will be a sign-up, beginning 
January 2) 

Sunday, January 23:  
 During the message time in service we'll con-

tinue the conversation on visioning, and share 
some of our highlights/information from the 
weekend's events.  

We hope you can join together with the community, 
as we dream forward and celebrate what has been.  

Blessings! 
Pastor Matthew  

Faith Family Night 

if you haven’t yet joined us for Faith Family Night, 
you are missing out on some great food and fellow-
ship! Our Faith cooks continue to live up to the 
Methodist reputation by bringing delicious dishes 
to share. Last month’s main dishes of tasty ham 
sandwiches and Shannon’s famous lasagna set the 
tone.  After dinner, One Voice Circle City Communi-
ty Choir put us all In the seasonal spirit with holi-
day songs and Christmas music.  Please join us in 
January for our next fellowship dinner. 

Move It For Missions—Zumba 

As the name states, we offer Zumba to help bring in 
funds and items for some of the groups we sup-
port.  So, remember to bring $5 and/or an item for 
the food pantry.  There will be no Zumba on Janu-
ary 22 or 29. 



There’s a New Kid in Town 

The committee previously known as the “Nurture 
Committee” has been restructured and is now 
known as “Faith Fellowship.”  The new name better 
reflects the purpose of the group, to act as the offi-
cial coordinators/facilitators of all church social 
activities.  These will include events such as con-
gregational dinners, holiday celebrations, and other 
church activities.  Members are Dana Bandy, Shan-
non Harlan, Cindy Hartshorn, Donna Koch, Wilma 
Mack, and Alison Manifold. Stay tuned!  

Music Notes 

Kudos to our talented group of kids 
who blessed us with such a cute—and meaning-
ful—Christmas play!  Baylie Davis, Morgan Eby, 
Annabelle Phipps, Elijah Phipps, and Jacob Phipps 
all took the stage to remind us of the real im-
portance of Christmas.  Special thanks to Cameron 
Pitzer and Nick Santiago, who gave voice to the 
main characters, Santa Claus and the Easter Bun-
ny.  Those two characters, we understand, are very 
close friends of James and Shannon Harlan!  The 
directors, Amanda Santiago and Cindy Hartshorn, 
thank everyone involved in the production. 

A very special thank you to our Faith Choir for 
their presentation of the very beautiful cantata, 
“Love’s Pure Light.”  We were especially blessed to 
have Cameron and Becky Manifold back with us 
not only as singers, but also as our narrators. 
Thanks also to our musical friends who joined us 
in the choir loft that day.  Director’s Note: this was 
the most difficult cantata we have ever attempt-
ed.  I’m so grateful to be able to work with this 
dedicated, talented, hard-working choir every 
week and rejoice that they rose to the challenge of 
this musical message. And I continue to be im-
measurably blessed by a congregation which ap-
preciates our music and always lets us know that. 

A HUGE thank-you to our sound crew.  Tom Brad-
ley went far beyond the call of duty, adjusting his 
personal schedule to make sure he was there for 
us.  He has spent many hours in the sound booth 
covering our needs.  And Matt and Kim were there 
for us as always, in spite of the challenges present-
ed by Matt’s recent surgery.  Again, far beyond du-
ty’s call!  We are so very grateful to all these fine 
folks for their dedication and skills. 

Why are you asked to wear a nametag? They can 
seem like a bother some Sundays, pinning that 
nametag onto your good clothes. (Yes, even for 
those upfront) So why are you asked to wear one? 

1. For the benefit of visitors.  Knowing what peo-
ple’s names are says you are important and I want 
to make you feel welcome. 

2.  For those who have become part of the church 
family but have not been here long enough to learn 
names.   

3. Sometimes names can be hard to remember.  We 
recognize you, but that name often slips our minds.   

So please, take a moment on Sunday morning to pin 
that little nametag onto your good Sunday clothes.  
Someone will be grateful. (And I will know if you 
did because I straighten them all out on Tuesdays.)  

Thoughts Between Coffees 

From Secretary’s Desk 

January 2022 

Breakfast with Santa Success 

A good time was had by all at this annual event.  A 
nice crowd joined us for morning festivities, in-
cluding a light breakfast, crafts, and fellowship.  Of 
course, the highlight was Santa’s visit.  (One of our 
youngsters hugged him and squealed, “I’ve never 
met you before!”)  Many folks contributed to the 
morning’s activities, including food, crafts, decora-
tions, kiddie gifts, and photography, and we are 
very thankful to everyone. 

New Book Study  
We hope you can join us Monday nights, begin-
ning January 17th, 6:30pm, for a new book study. 
This will be a 6-week study. Please email Jody, or 
sign-up in the narthex. Cost per book is $6.25. 

In his book Toxic Charity, Robert Lupton reveals the 
shockingly toxic effects that modern charity can 
have upon the very people meant to benefit from 
it. Toxic Charity provides proven new models for 
charitable groups who want to help—not sabo-
tage—those whom they desire to serve. Toxic Chari-
ty shows us how to start serving needy and impov-
erished members of our communities in a way that 
will lead to lasting, real-world change. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 No Zumba 

 

Happy New 

Year! 

Jodi Martin 

Joshua Martin 

2 

Un-Decorate 

3 4 

 

Mission Meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Fred Seddon* 

5 6 7 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

Margaret 

Knight 

9 

 

 

 

 

Pat Everett 

10 

Dora Circle,  

1 p.m. 

IUA Commit-

tee Meeting, 

6:30 

11 

 

 

Faith Family 

Night,  

6 p.m. 

12 13 

 

 

Ad-Board 

Meeting,  

6:30 p.m. 

14 15 

16 

Pastor Open 

House,  

3-5 p.m. 

 

Tim Pedigo 

17 

 

Book Study 

begins 

18 

 

 

 

 

Alice Douglas* 

19 20 21 

 

 

Ad-Board  

Dinner, 6 p.m. 

22 No Zumba 

 

Church Vision 

Breakfast,  

9-12 

Jody Fleming 

23 

Vision Sunday 

 

Penny Raiders 

24 

 

Book Study 

 

 

25 26 27 28 

 

 

 

Gustina Mann-

Ray* 

29 

No Zumba 

30 31 

 

Book Study 

 

 

Rob Norman 

     


